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Nursery & Preschool
Picture Books
A Beginner's Guide to Bear Spotting
By Michelle Robinson
The humorous tale of an aspiring bear spotter, who soon finds out bears can be scary!

Grumpy Pants

By Claire Messer
Penguin is in a grumpy mood! But let’s not forget: it’s perfectly normal to get a case of the
grumps, and the feeling is only temporary.

Hibiscus' Song
By Anna Atinuke
Set in a bustling African city, this is the story of Anna, a jubilant child from a large family who
finds a way to express her happiness with life.

LINES, SQUIGGLES, LETTERS, WORDS
By Ruth Rocha
Pedro marvels at all of the billboards, signs, and images that surround him. When he begins to
learn about letters, his perspective on the world is changed forever!

Maybe Something Beautiful
By F. Isabel Campoy and Theresa Howell
A whimsical story with a formidable message: art has the power to transform entire
communities.
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One Day in the Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree
By Daniel Bernstrom
A magical, rhythmic story full of poetry, following a young boy’s improbable campaign deep
inside the belly of a snake.

Tiptoe Tapirs
By Hanmin Kim
This suspenseful retelling of a Pourquoi tale follows a tapir and her offspring making their way
through the jungle.

You Belong Here
By M.H Clark
This beautifully illustrated tale celebrates the wonder of nature and can be used in
conversations about adoptive families or new siblings.

Because of an Acorn (series)
By Lola M. Schaefer
Learn all about the acorn’s role in the ecosystem.

Be Who You Are
By Todd Parr
Who better than Todd Parr to remind kids that their unique traits are what make them so
special? With his signature silly and accessible style, Parr encourages readers to embrace all
their unique qualities.
Circle
By Jeannie Baker
Follow the godwits throughout their impressive 7,000 mile migration!

Clara: The (Mostly) True Story of the Rhinoceros who Dazzled Kings, Inspired Artists, and
Won the Hearts of Everyone...While She Ate Her Way Up and Down a Continent
By Emily Arnold McCully
A true story about a Dutch sea captain who transported a rhinoceros to Europe in the 18th
century. They toured Europe and created quite a stir!
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Do You Hear What I Hear?
By Helen Borten
Check out this classic, poetic picture book that focuses on all types of sounds.

We March
By Shane W. Evans
A powerful yet minimal story of the 1963 march on Washington.

Who We Are!: All About Being the Same and Being Different
By Robie H. Harris
A terrific, straightforward springboard for conversations about different types of families, bodies,
and religions.

Kindergarten & 1st Grade
Picture Books
A Greyhound, a Groundhog
By Emily Jenkins
When a greyhound meets a groundhog, wordplay and crazy antics ensue. The two animals,
much like kids, work themselves into a frenzy as they whirl around and around one another.

A Hungry Lion, or a Dwindling Assortment of Animals
By Lucy Ruth Cummins.
The very hungry lion is all set to enjoy an exciting day with his other animal pals. All of a sudden
his friends start disappearing at an alarming rate! Is someone stealing the hungry lion’s friends,
or is the culprit a little…closer to home?
Four Feet, Two Sandals
By Karen Lynn Williams
Set in a refugee camp in Pakistan, two girls each find a single sandal from a matching pair and
decide to share them. A story of friendship, sharing, and hardship.
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Greet the Dawn the Lakota Way
By S.D. Nelson
Nelson, a member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, depicts the wonders of nature that emerge
with each new day.

Have You Seen My Trumpet?
By Michaël Escoffier
An engaging worldplay story that takes place during a sunny day at the beach.

The Jewel Box Ballerinas
By Monique de Varenne
I'LL TAKE TWO! That's what Bibi Branchflower says about everything. She has two houses, two
hats (exactly alike), and two silly dogs. When she comes across a beautiful jewel box, of course
she wants two of them. Will the jewel box lead Bibi to what she truly wants, a friend?
Lion, King, and Coin
By Jeong-hee Nam
Can you imagine a time before coins? Set in ancient Turkey, this is the tale of a family of
blacksmiths, who are charged with an assignment from the King that will culminate in the
invention of currency.
The Midsummer Tomte and the Little Rabbits
By Ulf Stark
Will the rabbit children still be able to have their Midsummer party even after the big storm?
Perhaps their friend Grump the tomte will help!

Malaika’s Costume
By Nadia Hohn
It’s Carnival time. The first Carnival since Malaika’s mother moved to Canada to find a good job
and provide for Malaika and her grandmother. Her mother promised she would send money for a
costume, but when the money doesn’t arrive, will Malaika still be able to dance in the parade?
More-igami
By Dori Kleber
A creative young boy with a passion for practicing origami finds a surprising source of
encouragement on his diverse city block.

The Potato King
By Christoph Niemann
In this hilarious and informative book, learn how Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, introduced
a new food, the potato, to his people in the 1700s.
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Stella Brings the Family
By Miriam B. Schiffer
Stella is stumped when her class plans a Mother’s Day celebration. What should a girl with two
dads do?
Strictly No Elephants
By Lisa Mantchev
Today is Pet Club day. There will be cats and dogs and fish, but strictly no elephants are allowed.
The Pet Club doesn’t understand that pets come in all shapes and sizes, just like friends.

Non-Fiction
The Great Big Body Book
By Mary Hoffman
Find out all about your body and how it works!

A Butterfly Is Patient (series)
By Dianna Aston
An incredible variety of butterflies are celebrated here in all of their beauty and wonder, from the
tiny Arian Small Blue to the grand Queen Alexandra's Birdwing.

Ada's Ideas: The Story of Ada Lovelace, the World's First Computer Programmer
By Fiona Robinson
Ada Lovelace (1815–1852) was the daughter of Lord Byron, a poet, and Anna Isabella Milbanke,
a mathematician. Combining a love of poetry and of math, Ada becomes involves with the
invention which was a precursor to the modern computer.

All Kinds of Cars
By Carl Johanson
This partly fictitious book is a fantastic visual collection of cars and other wacky forms of
transportation.

Extreme Laboratories
By Anne Squire
Readers will tour some of the world's most incredible laboratories, from the ocean research
vessel that can flip from a vertical position to a horizontal one, to the massive International Space
Station.
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Jake Makes a World: Jacob Lawrence, A Young Artist in Harlem
By Sharifa Rhodes-Pitts

Jake Makes a World follows the creative adventures of the young Jacob Lawrence, as he
finds inspiration in the vibrant colors and characters of his community in Harlem.

Poetry
Elephant in the Dark: Based on a Poem by Rumi
By Mina Javaherbin
Inspired by a Rumi poem based on the parable of “The Blind Men and the Elephant,” Javaherbin
offers a lively take on a classic story about the folly of a limited perspective.

Sail Away
By Langston Hughes
A poetic celebration of mermaids, wildernesses of waves, and the creatures of the deep.

When Green Becomes Tomatoes: Poems for All Seasons
By Julie Foglian
The seasons come to life in this gorgeous and comprehensive book of poetry.

Early-Readers
Mae Jemison (You Should Meet) (Series)
By Laurie Calkhoven
Blast off into space and get to know Mae Jemison—the first African-American woman to ever go
to space.

Misty Copeland (You Should Meet) (Series)
By Laurie Calkhoven
Pirouette across the stage and get to know Misty Copeland—the first African-American woman
to become a principal ballerina with the American Ballet Theater.
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My Family Adventure (Series)
By Jacqueline Jules
Follow 7-year-old Sofia Martinez as she deals with her family and daily life. From a missing class
pet to her grandma's birthday, Sofia's fiery passion for everything she does makes every day an
adventure.

My Own Special Way
By Mithaa Al Khayyat
Hamda wants to wear the veil like her sisters, but she must work out her own unique way to
wear the veil, making it a part of her active and happy life.

My Robot
By Eve Bunting
A robot can do a lot of things. But what is the very best thing this robot can do?

2nd & 3rd Grade
Picture Books

Big Red Lollipop
By Rukhsana Khan
When Rubina is invited to a birthday party, her younger sister insists on going too and their
mother agrees. Rubina is mortified!

DON'T CROSS THE LINE!
By Isabel Minhós Martins
An amazingly funny and creative story about a soldier who won’t let the crowd cross the line. But
what happens when they do?
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Lost and Found Cat: The True Story of Kunkush's Incredible Journey
By Doug Kuntz
A heartwarming true story about a lost cat that is reunited with his refugee family.

The Queen of the Frogs
By Davide Cali
A frog finds a crown and is pronounced a queen. But when the other frogs start questioning her
authority, she must prove she is fit to rule.

Those That Cause Fear
By Christopher Neil
Through illustrations and text, this book introduces the reader to mystical beings from Inuit
myths.

Beginner Chapter Books
The Bolds
By Julian Clary
The Bolds are a pretty normal family except for one thing: they are hyenas.

Dory Fantasmagory: The Real True Friend (series)
By Abby Hanlon
Great easy read about imaginary friends, real friends and siblings.

Jaden Toussaint, the Greatest Episode 1: The Quest for Screen Time (series)
By Marti Dumas
Jaden is a five year-old scientist master-mind, on a mission to convince his book-loving parents
that he needs more screen time.

The Traveling Circus
By Marie-Louis Gay and David Homel
An amusing story of a Canadian family on vacation in Croatia.
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The Witches of Benevento: Mischief Season (series)
By John Bemelmans Marciano
Five cousins share adventures as they outsmart the local witches.

Non-Fiction
Aaron and Alexander: The Most Famous Duel in American History
By Don Brown
A perfect, narrative story for Hamilton fans!

Diary of a Time Traveler: Meet Over One Hundred of History's Biggest Superstars!
By David Long
A time travelling boy meets interesting historical characters and visits key moments of the past.

Dolores Huerta: A Hero to Migrant Workers
By Sarah Warren
The story of Dolores Huerta, who fought for migrant workers’ right to have a safe work
environment.

Fredericks Journey: The Life of Frederick Douglass
By Doreen Rappaport
This title tells the famous story of Frederick Douglass, an African-American boy born into
slavery and hardship, who fought to learn to read and win his freedom.

Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls
By Elena Favilli
An amazing collection of bedtime stories celebrating the life of 100 extraordinary women from
the past and the present.

Grand Canyon
By Jason Chin

Follow a father and daughter hiking through the glorious Grand Canyon.
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How Kate Warne Saved President Lincoln: The Story Behind the Nation’s First Woman
Detective
By Elizabeth Van Steenwyk
Learn about Kate Warne, the first female detective in the United States.

I am Jane Goodall (Ordinary People Change the World) (series)
By Brad Meltzer
Learn all about Jane Goodall, the inspiring chimpanzee scientist and anthropologist.

Kitchen Science Lab for Kids: 52 Family Friendly Experiments from Around the House
By Liz Lee Heinecke
Amazing science experiments using everyday ingredients.

Lillian’s Right to Vote: A Celebration of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
By Jonah Winter
An older African American woman remembers her family’s tumultuous voting history.

Pedal Power: How One Community Became the Bicycle Capital of the World
By Allan Drummond
This is the story of the people who protested against unsafe streets and made Amsterdam one
of the greatest cities for bicycling.

Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat
By Javaka Steptoe

A biography of Jean-Michel Basquiat, an artist from Brooklyn, who rose to fame in the 1980s.

Science Encyclopedia: Atom Smashing, Food Chemistry, Animals, Space, and More!
A super smart and kid-friendly new science encyclopedia.

Solving the Puzzle Under the Sea: Marie Tharp Maps the Ocean Floor
By Robert Burleigh
The story of a scientist, Marie Tharp, the first person to ever successfully mapped the ocean
depths.
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This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from around the World
By Matt Lamothe
Follow the lives of seven kids around the world. There are so many ways to live!

The Youngest Marcher: The Story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a Young Civil Rights Activist
By Cynthia Levinson
This book about the youngest Civil Rights activist ever arrested, shows you are never too little
to make a difference.

The 101 Coolest Simple Science Experiments: Awesome Things To Do With Your Parents,
Babysitters and Other Adults
By Holly Homer, Rachel Miller and Jamie Harrington
Cool, simple science projects using everyday household items.

28 Days: Moments in Black History that Changed the World
By Charles R. Jr. Smith
Twenty-eight day featuring different influential figures in African-American history.

Graphic Novels
Narwhal and Jelly
By Ben Clanton
A silly early graphic novel series featuring three stories about a happy-go-lucky narwhal and a
no-nonsense jellyfish.

Nightlights
By Lorena Alvarez
An imaginative tale about a girl named Sandy, who discovers magical luminescent creatures in
her bedroom and uses them to draw magnificent pictures. Everything changes when a
mysterious new girl name Morgie appears at school.

Phoebe and Her Unicorn
By Dana Simpson
Phoebe and her friend Marigold, the unicorn, are on new adventures. Funny, sparkling and
colorful!
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5 Worlds Book 1: The Sand Warrior
By Mark and Alexis Siegel

Three kids are forced to work together on an epic quest to save five ancient worlds!

4th & 5th Grade
Chapter Books
Amina's Voice
By Hena Kahn
Amina really wants to fit in, but also stay true to her family and her faith. This story focuses on
the struggle to stay true to yourself.

Armstrong: The Adventurous Journey of a Mouse to the Moon
By Torben Kuhlmann
This beautifully illustrated story continues the saga of Armstrong, the Flying Mouse, on his
adventure to become the first mouse on the Moon.

Curiosity
By Gary Blackwood
Danger and chess are combined in this thrilling historical novel.

Fish in a Tree
By Lynda Mullaly Hunt
A new teacher discovers Ally’s secret, but Ally has a hard time accepting help. An
inspirational, feel good story about dyslexia and struggling students.
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Flying Lessons
By Ellen Oh

In partnership with “We Need Diverse Books”, this amazing anthology offers amazing and
engaging short stories.

It Ain't So Awful, Falafel
By Firoozeh Dumas
An award-winning story of an Iranian girl trying to fit into her new American life in the 1970s.

The Garden of My Imaan
By Farhana Zia
The fifth grader Aliya is trying to fit in at school and figure out her identity as a muslim at the
same time. Will her classmates notice she fasts for Ramadan?

The Inquisitor's Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog
By Adam Gidwitz
This is an exciting and hilarious adventures of three children and a trusty dog in 12th Century
France. Humor, history and action!

The Last Boy at St. Edith's
By Lee Gjertsen Malone
A sweet and funny story about a seventh grade prankster who is determined to escape an all
girls school, where he is the only boy left.

The Magician's Elephant
By Kate DiCamillo
In this magical, dreamlike tale, a young orphan boy finds out his sister might be alive and an
elephant will lead him to her. In this timeless fable, DiCamillo evokes the largest of themes —
hope and belonging, desire and compassion — with the lightness of a magician’s touch.
The Other Boy
By M.G. Hennessey
The first middle grade book about a trans boy, The Other Boy is about 12-year-old Shane
Woods, a regular guy who likes baseball, graphic novels, and hanging out with his best friend.
One day a classmate threatens to reveal his trans status to his classmates. Will Shane find the
courage to show the world he’s the same person he was before?
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Step up to the plate, Maria Singh
By Uma Krishnaswami
Nine-year-old Maria Singh longs to play softball in the first-ever girls' team forming in Yuba
City, California. Award-winning author Uma Krishnaswami sheds light on a little-known
chapter of American history set in a community whose families made multicultural choices
before the word had been invented.

Stef Soto, Taco Queen
By Jennifer Torres
Stef is really proud of her hard-working family (they run a taco truck), but fears what the kids
at school will think. Heartwarming and relatable story about family, fitting in and friendship.

Non-Fiction
The Boys in the Boat (Young Readers Adaptation): The True Story of an American
Team's Epic Journey to Win Gold at the 1936 Olympics
By Daniel James Brown
The incredible story of young working-class American men, who beat elite college rowing
teams and went on to challenge Adolf Hitler’s German Olympic team.
The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How Muslims Rescued Jews During the
Holocaust
By Karen Gray Ruelle
When the Nazis occupied Paris, the Grand Mosque became a hiding place for many Jewish
people.
Hidden Figures (Young Readers' Edition)
By Margot Lee Shetterly
An inspiring and true story of four African-American female mathematicians at NASA in the
1950s. Perfect for discussion on gender roles, racial prejudice and segregation.

Let Your Voice be Heard : The Life and Times of Pete Seeger
By Anita Silvey
Pete Seeger was a folk singer and activist, passionate about music and social justice.
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Maker Lab: 28 Super Cool Projects: Build * Invent * Create * Discover
By Jack Challoner
Kid-safe projects and crafts for the young inventor!

National Geographic Kids Everything Robotics: All the Photos, Facts, and Fun to Make
You Race for Robots
By Jennifer Swanson
Learn everything there is to know about robotics!

Ocean: A Visual Encyclopedia
By DK
A stunning colorful encyclopedia filled with photos of the ocean.

Timeline: A Visual History of Our World
By Peter Goes
Starting with Big Bang, this book explores the history of the world.

Under Water, Under Earth
By Aleksandra and Daniel Mizielinski
Discover the amazing undersea and underearth worlds. Half of the book shows what
happens under the sea, and the flip side shows the underground world.

The Young Chef: Recipes and Techniques for Kids Who Love to Cook
By The Culinary Institute of America
For the kids who love to cook, learn delicious recipes from the best chefs.

Graphic Novels
Brave

By Svetlana Chmakova
Jensen dreams of being a hero and saving the world but life in middle school is very
challenging! Will his daring daydreams work in his favor, or will he have to find real
solutions to his real-life problems?
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Fish Girl
By David Wiesner
Fish Girl is a young mermaid who lives in an aquarium. One day she becomes friends
with an human girl, and their friendship makes Fish Girl want her freedom and
independence.

Invisible Emmi
By Terri Libenson
All the crushes, humiliations, boredom, and intensity of middle school are compressed
into one eventful day in this riveting novel.

One Trick Pony
By Nathan Hale
This story takes place in a future where humans are on the run from aliens. Strata finds a
beautiful robot pony that might help her to fight her enemies.

Real Friends

By Shannon Hale
Shannon and Adrienne are best friends, but one day Adrienne starts hanging out with
Jen, the most popular girl in the class. Will Shannon and Adrienne stay friends?

The Unbeatable Squirrel Girl: Squirrel Meets World (series)

By Shannon Hale and Dean Hale
Doreen has to start at a new school and make new friends. She also has a secret: she
has the powers of a squirrel!
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ISB Diversity Book Club

A Partnership of the Library Committee & the Diversity Committee
Want to get a head start on reading for the ISB Diversity Book Club?
Here's a preview of what is to come!
For October

The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid

For December

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, by Michelle Alexander

For February

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead

For April

Temporary People by Deepak Unnikrishnan

For May

The Argonauts by Maggie Nelson

The book club is open to parents, faculty and staff. It is lead by the Diversity Committee and
the Library Committee.
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Don’t forget to check out these other fantastic reading lists:
Book Riot’s 100 Must-Read Middle Grade Books
Geek Wrapped Science Books
New York Public Library Summer Reading Lists
Notable Books For a Global Society
Teaching for Change
We the People
What do We do All Day

Still don’t know what to read?
Try BPL’s Book Match, a librarian will customize a reading list for you based on your preferences.
Don’t forget ISB subscribes to over 20 online resources in French, Spanish and English such as BrainPOP
Français, BrainPOPjr, BrainPOP Español and so much more. Email the librarian for usernames and
passwords.
This list was prepared by: Maria Falgoust, Josefin Skoglund, Jasmine Chu, Lauren Cantor and Megan Yeo. The
illustrations were generously created for ISB by Josefin Skoglund www.josefinskoglund.com. These lists are also
available at isbrooklyn.org/programs/library/parent-resources/.
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