
 

 
 
 
 

Grade 3 - Grade 5 

The overall Distance Learning Plan for Third through Fifth Grades will include daily video 
recorded greetings and a review of the days schedule and video recorded mini-lessons as 
needed by the teachers to support the learning activities for the day.  The daily activities 
planned will be for students to explore and practice relevant skills and concepts (with adult 
engagement as needed) in order to provide as much of a normal school day of learning as 
possible. 
 
Learning Experience: The goal of our Distance Learning Plan is to maintain consistent and 
relevant learning during the schools’ closing.  At the beginning of each day the homeroom 
teacher will post a video on Google Classroom to welcome and greet their students to the 
Distance Learning experience of the day and will briefly explain the learning approach and 
focus for the day, including the days’ schedule and prepared activities. Students (and their 
families as needed) will participate in literacy work (depending on the day: target language 
and/or English), math, unit related activities and specialist lessons each week as they 
maintain a similar schedule to their normal school schedules.  I.e. If on Mondays, third grade 
students normally have English, they will receive lessons from their English teacher on 
Mondays.  If students have science on Tuesday, they will receive a mini-lesson and/or a 
science activity from their science teacher on Tuesdays.  (Please note that science activities 
for young students will often require adult supervision.) Most learning will be asynchronous 
however, individual, small group and whole group synchronous meetings with students may 
be scheduled as needed by the teacher. Fourth and fifth grade teachers will occasionally 
schedule a once a week synchronous whole class meeting with their students.  (Teacher 
communication will indicate if and when that would take place.) 
 
Learning Timeframe: Students are encouraged to engage in the Distance Learning 
experience, in the designed and described ways for approximately three hours a day, with the 
understanding that some of the activities tied to lessons (e.g., reading, games, investigations, 
writing/drawing) are in addition to this time frame to create as much as possible, a full school 
days’ experience. It is important to keep in mind that the quality of this experience is most 
closely associated with how deeply the child is connecting to the experience with the 
guidance of the adult when needed. Parents or caretakers are encouraged to observe the 
child as they engage in the tasks assigned and to use this observation to help guide their 
support. We also, and always, encourage you to explore familiar experiences and activities 
like that of reading for pleasure, journal writing, and play to extend and enhance your child’s 
learning.  
 



Learning Specifics: The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of the general 
experience. More specific details will be shared by the teachers in the daily class 
communications posted in Google Classroom.  Students who receive academic support 
during their school day will receive a separate email from the learning specialist who provides 
this academic support to continue the added practice work as part of their distance 
learning.  All academic support sessions will be done one on one synchronously with 
students. 
 
Roles of the parents/caregivers: We ask families for the following support: 

• Read the class newsletters/updates and daily emails from your child’s teachers as 
they are posted in Google Classroom. 

• Email your child's classroom teacher if you or your child has questions or require extra 
support or guidance to keep the learning thread going. Our faculty will be present on-
line through “office hours” to help and support throughout the school day. 

• Make use of teacher office hours.  Teachers will have daily “office hours” to meet face 
to face with students and parents as needed.  The times for these will be posted as 
part of the daily schedule sent each morning. 

• Times provided for student work times are approximate and will vary student to 
student. Parents or caretakers are asked to do their best in supporting what the 
student is capable of in this context with these time goals in mind.  

 
      

Approx.  
Time Per Day: 

Subject Area 

Morning Greeting 5 
minutes 

Teachers will greet students through asynchronous video recording, share 
the days schedule and do a quick review of the activities for the day 

40-50 minutes* Writing Activity: Recorded teacher mini-lesson (where appropriate and 
needed) for writing activities (stand alone, reading related or in connections 
to the Unit of Inquiry, as appropriate) and student work time 

40-50 minutes* Reading Activity: Recorded teacher mini-lesson (where appropriate and 
needed) for reading activities (reading related to the Unit of Inquiry, or 
stand alone reading) and student work time 

40-50 minutes Math: Recorded teacher mini-lesson (where appropriate and needed) and 
math activities for student work (for GR4 and GR5 math will be in English 
on English days and in the Target Language on Target Language days as 
the normal schedule allows.) 

30-40 minutes (2 X a 
week) 

Third Grade: English Literacy (on English Days) Teacher mini-lesson 
(where appropriate and needed) for reading and writing activities   

30 minutes (2 X a day 
if two specials take 
place in one day) 

Specialist Teacher recorded mini-lesson (where appropriate and needed) 
and student activity/work: Art, Music, Physical Education, Library and 
Science.   

*Please note for Grade 3 that on Tuesdays and Thursdays literacy assignments may vary 
based on Target Language assignment demands of the day  

 


