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ISB Middle School Distance Learning Guide 
 

Middle School Distance Learning Goals 
 

The Middle School Distance Learning program is a robust educational program that will 
be implemented when students and teachers cannot be in the same location. The 
Distance Learning program’s goals are: 
 

● to create an online learning community inspired by our school environment; 
● to maintain an educational program driven by ISB’s six core values: 

inquiry-based learning, diversity, global curriculum, language immersion, 
community, and international mindedness; 

● to ensure that each student maintains a connection to faculty, peers, and the ISB 
community; 

● to ensure continued progress toward established learning targets for all students; 
● to establish structure in students’ days; 
● to inform students about ISB plans and current world/national events; 

 
 

Role of Parents 
 

Parents will play an important role in guiding student engagement in the Distance Learning 
program. We recognize that parents might have myriad responsibilities, potentially including 
work and caring for more than one child. Thus, we have framed the learning experience so that 
students are responsible for their learning, just as they are in school. Meanwhile, we ask that 
parents support their Middle School students by:  
 

● Reading all school communications and responding when asked 
● Ensuring that your child is logging in and participating daily in all required Distance 

Learning activities 
● Checking in daily with your child about — and asking for a brief summary of — the online 

learning tasks and activities your child is working on 
● Reminding your child to contact teachers when extra help or support is needed; our 

faculty and our Middle School Counselor will be present online to help and support 
students during school hours 

● Ensuring that your child is venturing outdoors periodically (if possible) 
 

 



Daily Schedule 
 

The daily schedule is designed to accomplish the Distance Learning goals while not 
creating undue stress in students’ lives. Thus, students will engage in activities during 
regular school hours but attend only four classes each day: 
 
 

 

Meeting Time Activity 
8:25-8:40 Advisory check-in 
8:45-9:00 PE session 
9:05-10:15  Class 1 
10:20-11:30  Class 2 
11:30-12:15 Lunch 
12:15-1:25 Class 3 
1:30-2:40 Class 4 
2:45-3:00 Advisory check-out 
3:00-3:45 Teacher office hours (all faculty available for online help/support) 

 

  Note: this schedule will be evaluated regularly and adjusted as necessary.  
 

Class Structure 
 

As noted above, each class will be allotted a 70-minute period in which students 
will engage in a range of activities including live online meetings (via Zoom, Google 
Meet, etc.), videos, and classwork/assignments. (Design, Arts, and PE classes will meet 
for 30-minutes each.) When we begin the program, most classwork/homework will take 
place during class meeting time, and students will have some reading, language 
practice, and art/design assignments after school. We may adjust this plan as students 
adjust to the demands of the program. 
 
The following scenarios provide just two (of many potential) examples of how teachers 
might organize a Middle School class: 
 

Scenario A 
Teacher posts an assignment on Google Classroom. Students work on it for 30 
minutes.Teacher and students then meet online for 20 minutes to talk about any 
issues that students are having with the assignment. Students work on 
assignment for 20 more minutes and then submit it. 
 
 

Scenario B 
Teacher and students meet online for 30 minutes in which teacher reviews 
previous material, giving students opportunities to demonstrate their learning and 
ask questions. Then, teacher presents new content. Teacher posts assignment, 
and students have 40 minutes to finish and submit it. 
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Important: in all scenarios, teacher will be available to provide support when the 
class is not engaged in a live online meeting. 
 

 

Student and Faculty Expectations 
 

● Students must be on time to all sessions; attendance will be taken 
● No one may film or record the live online sessions; doing so would violate ISB’s 

Acceptable Use Policy 
● Teachers will maintain their Google Classroom sites for all of their classes and 

post all needed resources 
● Students will be assessed on the work that they perform/submit for each class  
● During the 3:00-3:45 office hours, teachers will be available to answer questions 

and assist students; the MS Learning Specialist and MS Counselor will also be 
available both during those office hours and by appointment at other times 

● All participants will attend online sessions in an appropriate (and, when possible, 
a quiet) space, such as a table or a desk, not a bed 

● All participants will dress appropriately, following the dress guidelines noted in 
the Middle School Student Handbook 

● Students should not have cell phones or other distractions in the room during a 
session 

 
 

After-School Activities and Assignments 
 

The Outside World 
The Distance Learning schedule is designed to provide a comprehensive experience 
that engages students in academics, physical education, arts, and social contact. If 
governmental rules allow it, we hope that students will be able to engage safely with the 
outside world as well.  
 
Homework and NIghtly Reading 
As noted earlier, most classwork/homework will take place during class time, and 
students will have some reading, language practice, and art/design assignments after 
school.  
 
Note: students who are involved in the Yearbook elective will also be expected to 
continue working on the yearbook remotely. 
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